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City Ballet is proud to present the 10th Anniversary performance of The Nutcracker with live music 
performed by the City Ballet Orchestra, a phenomenal group of professional musicians from around the region. 
This ensemble has accompanied City Ballet performances of The Nutcracker since 2015. Audiences have raved 
about the incredible experience of seeing and hearing this beloved ballet the way it was intended – with live 
orchestra! 
 

Our professionals are freelance musicians who rely on many small jobs to make a living, and they struggled 
during the Covid pandemic with performance cancellations. We’re excited to bring them back to the Wilson 
Center after three years but need your help to ensure that they are fully funded for this and future performances. 
 

Can you help sponsor the City Ballet Orchestra this year? Each player receives a stipend of $500 for five services 
(two rehearsals and three performances @$100), a modest amount by most standards. Tchaikovsky’s sumptuous 
Romantic score requires a minimum of almost 50 players – a full symphonic orchestra. 
 

Please help us support professional musicians in the region by sponsoring a player, a family of instruments, a 
whole section, or even the whole City Ballet Orchestra. Ticket revenues are rarely sufficient to cover the 
expense of a ballet with orchestra, and Andrea and I incur a significant risk hiring professional musicians. Most 
companies would NOT do so, but we think it is important to these players, and to the community. We hope you’ll 
join us in making it happen! 
 

If you are able to help us bring this ballet to life with live music, considering sponsoring the orchestra. Sponsorship 
levels are listed on the next page – we’d be honored to include your name, or a memorial name, along with the 
players or section you sponsor. You can sponsor with a check, or through Venmo @cityballetwilm. Thank you 
for your generosity! 
 

Sincerely yours, 
 

Alex E. Hill, Music Director and Conductor 
aehill@cityballetofwilmington.org 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for participating in our 10th Anniversary of the City Ballet Orchestra! Your sponsorship not only 
makes this performance possible but may provide funding for additional performances with orchestra in the future. 
 

While your sponsorship is not tax-deductible, it is used exclusively to pay professional musicians. Any amount 
raised beyond the cost of the orchestra for The Nutcracker 2025 will be held in reserve for live music at future 
performances like Coppélia or other repertoire. 
 

We would be honored to provide you with complimentary tickets as our thank you for your sponsorship! Please 
let us know if you would like those in your name, or in another name. 
 

Here are the sponsorship levels: 
 

INDIVIDUAL = $500 (feel free to specify a particular instrument, if you wish) 
FAMILY = $1,000 to $2,000 (flutes, oboes, clarinets, horns, cellos, percussion, etc.) 
SECTION = $4,500 to $12,500 (violins, violas, woodwinds, brass, all strings, all winds, etc.) 
WHOLE ORCHESTRA = $23,500 
 

Choose the sponsorship level which is right for you, and indicate the name you would like listed for your 
sponsorship (or “anonymous”).  Send check payable to City Ballet (specify “Orchestra” in the memo) to: 

City Ballet, 5814 Oleander Dr. #3, Wilmington NC 28403 
 

You may also email this form and donate on Venmo to: @cityballetwilm 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
We would like to sponsor the City Ballet Orchestra for the 2025 performances of The Nutcracker!  
 
Donor Name(s)        Comp. Tickets? Quantity:   

Address (with City/ST/ZIP)       Name      

If you want the sponsorship listed under another name, or as a memorial, or Anonymous, please specify below: 
                

Sponsorship Level (circle the level and amount you prefer): 
Ø Individual $500 Flute, Oboe, English Horn, Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Bassoon, Horn, Trumpet,  

Trombone, Tuba, Violin, Viola, ‘Cello, Double Bass, Harp, Celeste, Percussion 
   Specify instrument(s)          

 

Ø Family  $1,500 Flutes, Oboes, Clarinets, Trombones, ‘Cellos, Percussion     
$2,000 Horns, Violas, Low Brass          

 

Ø Section $4,500 Brass 
$5,000 Woodwinds 
$6,000 Violins 
$11,000 All Strings  
$12,500 All Winds and Percussion 

 

Ø Orchestra $23,500      Total Sponsorship: $     

Thank you for your generous sponsorship! Mail this form and check payable to City Ballet (memo: Orchestra) to: 
City Ballet, 5814 Oleander Dr. #3, Wilmington NC 28403, or donate through Venmo: @cityballetwilm 


